
AN ORDINANCE CREATING A NEW ARTICLE V IN CHAPTER 204 (STREETS AND 

SIDEWALKS) IN THE MUNICIPAL CODE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF READINGTON 

ENTITLED “PUBLIC RIGHT-OF-WAYS” TO ESTABLISH RESPONSIBILITIES FOR 

IMPROVEMENTS THEREIN 

 

Ordinance# 23-2026 

 

WHEREAS, it is the desire of the Township Committee to create a new article in the municipal 

code to establish responsibilities for improvements in public rights-of-way;  

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Committee of Readington 

Township as follows: 

 

Section I 

 

There is hereby established Article V in the municipal code of the Township of Readington 

entitled “Public Right-Of-Ways.” 

 

Section II 

 

Section 204-32 is hereby created in Chapter 204 of the municipal code of the Township of 

Readington and shall appear as follows (all text novel): 

 

Section 204-32 Purpose. 

 

The purpose of this article is to establish responsibility for the installation, maintenance, repair, 

replacement, and removal of privately owned improvements and vegetation located within or 

adjacent to public rights-of-way and to clarify that the location or presence of an improvement, 

tree, landscaping, or other vegetation within a public right-of-way shall not, by itself, constitute 

Township ownership or create a Township maintenance obligation. 

 

Section III 

 

Section 204-33 is hereby created in Chapter 204 of the municipal code of the Township of 

Readington and shall appear as follows (all text novel): 

 

Section 204-33 Responsibilities of Adjacent Property Owners. 

 

A. Unless otherwise expressly provided by ordinance, easement, deed, recorded agreement, 

developer's agreement, maintenance agreement, or other written action of the Township 

accepting ownership or maintenance responsibility, the owner of property adjoining a 

public street or public right-of-way (hereafter “adjoining property owner”) shall be 

responsible for the installation, maintenance, repair, replacement, and removal of privately 

owned improvements, landscaping, vegetation, and appurtenances located within or 

adjacent to the public right-of-way that primarily serve or benefit the adjoining property. 

B. The performance by the Township of emergency work, incidental maintenance, pruning, 



snow removal, hazard mitigation, or other municipal activities within or adjacent to a 

public right-of-way shall not constitute an acceptance by the Township of ownership or 

ongoing inspection, maintenance, repair, replacement, or removal responsibility for any 

privately owned improvement, tree, landscaping, vegetation, or appurtenance. 

 

Section IV 

 

Section 204-34 is hereby created in Chapter 204 of the municipal code of the Township of 

Readington and shall appear as follows (all text novel): 

 

Section 204-34 Mailboxes. 

 

A. Mailboxes and mailbox supports serving individual properties are hereby designated as 

private improvements. 

B. Property owners shall be responsible for the installation, maintenance, repair, replacement, 

and relocation of mailboxes and mailbox supports. 

C. The Township shall not repair, replace, or reimburse property owners for damage to 

mailboxes or mailbox supports resulting from normal snow removal operations, including 

snow discharged by snowplows. 

 

 

Section V 

 

Section 204-35 is hereby created in Chapter 204 of the municipal code of the Township of 

Readington and shall appear as follows (all text novel): 

 

Section 204-35 Trees and Landscaping. 

 

A. The presence or location of a tree, shrub, landscaping, irrigation system, decorative wall, 

fence, or similar improvement within or adjacent to a public right-of-way shall not, by 

itself, establish Township ownership or responsibility for its inspection, maintenance, 

pruning, repair, replacement, or removal. 

B. Privately planted or privately maintained trees, shrubs, landscaping, and similar 

improvements located within or adjacent to a public right-of-way shall remain the 

responsibility of the adjoining property owner unless the Township has expressly accepted 

ownership or maintenance responsibility through ordinance, resolution, deed, easement, 

developer's agreement, maintenance agreement, or other written agreement or 

authorization 

C. The adjoining property owner shall be responsible for correcting or removing any privately 

owned or maintained tree, vegetation, or other improvement that the Township determines 

constitutes a hazard to the public right-of-way or public health, safety, or welfare. 

D. Upon such determination, the Township may provide notice requiring the adjoining 

property owner to correct or remove the hazardous condition within a reasonable period of 



time. 

 

E. If the property owner fails to correct or remove the hazardous condition within the time 

specified, or if immediate action is reasonably necessary to address an emergency 

condition, the Township may undertake or cause the necessary work to be performed and 

may recover the costs thereof from the responsible property owner to the extent permitted 

by law. 

F. The Township's performance of emergency work, hazard mitigation, pruning, removal, or 

other work involving a tree or vegetation shall not constitute acceptance by the Township 

of ownership or continuing inspection, maintenance, repair, replacement, pruning, or 

removal responsibility. 

G. Nothing in this section shall be construed to impose upon the Township a duty to inspect, 

maintain, prune, repair, replace, or remove any tree or vegetation within or adjacent to a 

public right-of-way except where such responsibility has been expressly accepted by the 

Township or is otherwise required by law. 

 

Section VI 

 

Section 204-36 is hereby created in Chapter 204 of the municipal code of the Township of 

Readington and shall appear as follows (all text novel): 

 

Section 204-36 No Assumption of Maintenance Responsibility. 

 

A. Except where expressly accepted by the Township through ordinance, resolution, deed, 

easement, developer's agreement, maintenance agreement, or other written agreement or 

authorization, the existence or location of any privately owned improvement, tree, landscaping, 

vegetation, or appurtenance within or adjacent to a public right-of-way shall not be construed 

as creating a duty upon the Township to own, inspect, maintain, prune, repair, replace, remove, 

or otherwise assume responsibility for the same. 

B. Past or occasional performance by the Township of maintenance, emergency work, pruning, 

removal, snow removal, hazard mitigation, or other municipal activity shall not constitute 

acceptance by the Township of ownership or continuing maintenance responsibility. 

 

Section VII 

  

All ordinances or parts of Ordinances inconsistent with this Ordinance are hereby repealed to 

the extent of such inconsistency. 

 

Section VIII 

  

If any section, paragraph, subdivision, clause or provision of this Ordinance shall be adjudged 

invalid, such adjudication shall apply only to this section, paragraph, subdivision, clause or provision 

and the remainder of this Ordinance shall be deemed valid and effective. 

 



Section IX 

  

This ordinance shall take effect upon adoption and publication in the manner required by New 

Jersey general law. 

 

A TRUE COPY OF WHICH ORDINANCE IS PRINTED ABOVE WAS INTRODUCED AT THE  

MEETING OF THE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE ON SEPTEMBER 21, 2026 AND THAT IT IS THE  

INTENTION OF THE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF READINGTON TO  

CONSIDER PASSAGE OF SAID ORDINANCE AT THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE  

TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE TO BE HELD AT THE MUNICIPAL BUILDING, 509 ROUTE 523,  

WHITEHOUSE STATION, NEW JERSEY, ON OCTOBER 5, 2026 AT 6:30 P.M. AT WHICH  

TIME AND PLACE, OR AT ANY TIME OR PLACE TO WHICH THE MEETING SHALL BE FROM  

TIME TO TIME ADJOURNED AN OPPORTUNITY WILL BE GIVEN TO ALL PERSONS WHO  

MAY BE INTERESTED THEREIN TO BE HEARD CONCERNING SAID ORDINANCE. 

 
                                                                       ANN MARIE LEHBERGER, RMC                                                  

                                                           MUNICIPAL CLERK 

 

 

 

 


